WALTER AND JUDITH PINTO 
GOLD MEDAL & SCHOLARSHIP
For the best essay in
PUBLIC INTERNATIONAL LAW

(For the Year III Students of 2023 Academic Year)

This competition is open to third year students of the academic year 2023 (2020 batch) The essay may be written in any one of the three languages (Sinhala, Tamil or English) and should not exceed 6,000 words[footnoteRef:1].  It must be word-processed (1.5 spacing) and bound with the attached cover page and handed over to the Department of Public and International Law; also send an e-copy to pil@law.cmb.ac.lk The submission should include cover page with the title of the essay, the theme for the essay and student registration number and contact phone number (please see the example cover page).  [1:  The word count is not applicable to the footnotes or annexures. Students are advised to use footnotes and follow the OSCOLA citation style. A list of references should be attached] 

THE CLOSING DATE IS MARCH 31st 2024.
Please consult the Head, Department of Public and International Law or the three teachers of Public International Law for any further information.
THEME FOR THE ESSAY:
Agnieszka Kasinska-Metryka and Karolina Palka-Suchojad open their edited volume The Russia-Ukraine War of 2022, Faces of Modern Conflict (2023) with the following quote “War is a phenomenon that reorganizes the existence of states, affects the world economy, destabilizes stock exchanges, but most of all violates the security of individuals. The Russian aggression against Ukraine, which formally began on February 24, was the product of a chain of events that the international community had taken note of, but it probably did not foresee such a tragic ending… Analyzing the events taking place ‘here and now’ is a difficult and risky phenomenon. Possibly event scenarios can never be fully predicted, even if modern diagnostic tools are used. On the other hand, however, we are convinced that only ‘accompanying’ war events allows us to capture their nuanced specificity, which loses its clarity with the passage of time.”
Choose a subject area or an issue where public international law is applicable. In light of the above statement, critically assess the impact of the Russia-Ukraine war on the specific area or issue that you have chosen. Your discussion should include reasons for your analysis and your arguments should be substantiated with authorities and practical examples.
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